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'■'- Notes. 

Mauiana Magomed Ail— I observe that; the 
iulian Social HGformer-TVbt^s me for 220 1 having 
lid anything about Moulana Mahomed All's speech 
ij Madras* and not having criticised Lala Lajpafc- 
iPs at Bombay. I most not answer the inferences 
Qd the innuendoes contained in the paragraph, 
ritics do not know under what difficulties 1 edit 
oung India^ I rarely read newspapers. I cannot 
^en get them during my incessant travelling. Bat 
iviiig read this criticism, I purposely procured at 
imla a copy of the Moulana's speech. I have only 
et read it. 1 have twice read the paragraph 
■ifeioisod, and I am of opinion that it contains no- 
dug in it that is objectionable. The speech is 
rtainiy not inconsiatent with his interview at 
llahafead. In the Madras speech, he aimply states 
.e Muslii.'L pogition. lu the AUaLabad iut^rview, ha 
iS accepted my application and restriction o£ the 
sal Muslim conduct. There is no doubt that if 
,e Miissalmans could take up arms, they would 
► so in defence of Islam. The difficulty arises be- 
use of ou<T belief in the imposdbilifcy of the 
jghans invading to defeat the British without 
Lshing at the same time to occupy India. That 
%y be and will be a good reason for 
ussalmans, if they are true to India, not joining 
6 Afghans even if they were able, But we may 
■t dispute the theoretical religious right of 
uesalmans to state their correct position. We can 
iy honour them for it. The two great qualities 
the brothers are their bravery and sincerity, 
ad I can read nothing but thege two qualities in 
e Madras speech. 

L^fpat Bai— Bet me > take the Indian 
dal Reformer into the secret of my 
ithods. My assistant drew my attention 
the hostile "criticism of Laiaji'a speech and 
ked me whether I wished to say anything upon 
I had not the text of his speech before me, nor 
id seen any criticism, I therefore wrote to LaUji, 
king him to enlighten me on the matter, and 
ggesting that he should apologise, if a single 
iSty word was uttered. It has been my privilege 
close acquAintance to find him generous, forgiving 
d frank. He said in his letter that his Bombay 
eech was a specially considered utterance, and 
at he h^ not attacked any person in it. He had 
ly d^t with the action of the Moderates as a 


party. He seat me the cutting for my opitsion. 
This was whilst I was in Sindh. I was unable to read 
St and had forgotten all about it, till the Reformer s 
rebuke reminded me of it. I h-fl,VQ now read L^IaJi's 
speech and have much pleesuvu in stating that I 
find nothing offiensive or dipicourteeus in it. It is 
undoubtedly in Lalaji’s fighting style. It is a party 
speech. He has adopted, by long residence in the 
west, the western form of criticism. But it is best 
western form. There is nothing vulgar in it. His 
charges are not unjustified by the conduct of th© 
Moderate ministers. His worst charge is that they 
have merged themselves ia the bureaucracy. It is 
a serious charge to make, but the instances addu- 
ced by him auroly prove it. The Moderates may 
retort, if they choose, that outsiders cannot appre- 
ciate the difficulties of the ministers. But that is 
just what proves iho error of the great leaders 
who find themselves allied with the Government. They 
should have known that such would be their lot* 
or they should now know by experience, that it is 
no use being ministers, until they have an effective 
control over the Government policy. All the rexJress^ 
ion that is now going on, is almost as^ bad as 
fore. Ife makes little difference that now there ia 
the farce of a trial. The fact is, that most of the 
political sections of the Penal Coda are such as to 
bring almost every non-co-operation speech under 
them. I believe that if I was charged, I should 
have to plead guilty to the charge of sedition. It 
is the duty of a non-co-operator to preach disaffec- 
tion towards the existing order of things. Kon-*- 
co-operators are but giving disciplined expression to 
a nation's outraged feelings. I should like to see n 
considered reply to Lala Lajpafe Eai'a strong indict- 
ment. In my humble opinion, the speech of Lala 
Lijpat Eai does not betray any loss of temper, and 
is quite in keeping with the advice he tendered the 
youth of the country in his concluding paragraphs. 

< A Messenger of God* — I have received a 
cutting, in which I am reported to be credited 
with being a messenger of God, and -I am asked 
whether I claim to have any special revelation from 
God. I have already dealt with the miracles attri- 
buted to me. As to this the latest charge, 1 mtast 
disown ife. I pray like every good Hindu, I 
believe that we can all become messengers of God, 
if we cease to fear man and seek only God's Truth. 
I do believe I am seeking only God’s Truth and 
have lost all fear of man, X therefore dp M 
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A gWca me pleasure alwayra 

io ii276 TiVit^cisra jrcLu Siridb, it is r.l^ays geareli- 
aud jAV;ia 7 'rj G‘:urtec.'aG. Gijidh siifferG from the 
eurl’eii of '=, sG'c-'r^j cJ.i’cal’'G 2 , a.nd therefore the 
joutho of Sir-dh readily commaad loy syix^patby. 
H’lieTT arc bev^Hdered to hud Ihemsei'^es in the 
HiiiSe of iTejitern ratiooinatiou. I must therefore 
try l.o aiicv/er Mr. Jotbinal's open letter, 

ecpceialiy as I claim him £o be ouc; of my earliest 
Goiii^jides m Sstyagraba and knew Mm to be a 
leader of forlorn causes. 1 do baiievo in self- 
dettjrmmalioD, Lira Jetbmal does not kno’VY that 
the Mussalmans do not claim Palestine for the Turks 
us against lie Arabs. They claim Muasalman 
ccniroi of JtizLai-ui-Arab of which Palestine is 
but a pa^’t. They would not mind if it was res- ^ 
tored to the Arabs without any outside interfer- 
ence. Air. Jcthmal must know that the present 
populsUon cf Paiefettino is overwhelmingly Mussal- 
inan, jB© should oM.© know that the British man- 
date is being imposed upon Palestine and 

iUcS'jpo‘!,-mia in the teeth ci fierce Arab opposition. 

Unlike Mr. Jotbmal, I do holievo in the distinc- 
tivto chaiactsr of the ctitlerent scripiures. I cannot 
he party to putting a s train upon tho scriptural 
loyalty of tho Muesalmans, where it is not in con- 
flict with reason and justice. 

But I p.m one with Mr. Jetlimai, in hia fear of 
iheceratic priesthood and its interpretationn often 
given to suit cccasions. The Mussalmsm claim is 
not based on Futwahs, but on a Quranic injunc- 
tion which a child can understand. The Mussal- 
Dian claim is again based upon justice, even apart 
from the scriptural authority. Jazirat-ul~Arab was 
under Muasalman control before war. No right 
■ has ELCcrued to the Christians or the Jews over it, 
as against the Mussalmans cf tho world iu general 
and of India in particular. The British mandate 
ia an act of treachery towards Indian Mussalmans 
and of pillage against the world’s Mussalmans . 

I must not appropriate the easy complimont 
Hr. Jetbmal pays me, of attributing to me tho 
courage of saying that 1 differ frem Shri Krishna 
in the matter of violonce. I have the courage of 
saying that' Krishna never taught violence in the 
Gitar My interpretation of the Gita is, that it ha** 
based a religious teychieg on a historical incident, 
and that it does not deal with an earthly war but 
it deals with the ceeseless spiritual %var going on 
in the human Kuruksbetra. I can understand the 
MiTd'wandwob teaching oa no other hypoblicsia. A 
man who ia free from the action of the pairs of 
opposites, ia incapable like the perfect mao of the 
Bible^ of injariog any living thing on earth. He 
feills himself so truly that there is no rebirth for him. | 


But a Dou-eo~uperator is not CDccerned with 
this pari of lay poraonal belief. He is bound to 
believe in non-violence as the only true policy for 
the rsmoval of she threefold fever of India. 

In spite or my firm faith in absolute A}iin8<^ 
J. e. Innocence, I could reconcile myself *to Kheda 
recruiting. My Ahinsa teaches me ihat I cannot 
carry the world with me by force of arms, I will 
not cut off the hands of my children for fear of 
their hurting others. A man is innocent when he 
is able to do harm and refrains. India’s soldiers 
must have arms, so long as they believe in vio- 
lence, I invited during the recruiting campaign, 
those v.*ho believed in violence, to join the battle 
and not to keep away, bScauae they had a grievance 
against the Government, as they were inclined to 
do. I was against bargaining with the Government 
as I am against bargaining at any time. 

I do not anticipate a time in India or the world, 
when all will be followers of xihinsa,. Police, 
there will be even in Sntya Yuga. Bub I do con- 
template a time, when in India we shall rely less 
on brute force and more, much more, on soul 
force, ^ — when the Brahman in man will hold supre- 
macy. 

Now it must not be difficult for Mr, Jethmal 
to appreciate my aliiaucs with the Ali Brothers. - 
I believe them to be men of their word, as honour- 
able as any I have had the privilege of meeting. It 
is enough for me to know that they observe the vow 
of non-violence, whilst they are in the movement 
of non-co-operation. They will no more prefer 
Afghan rule to British rule than Mr, Jethmal 
does. I believe that time will enable them to see 
that India can never^ not at any rate within a 
generation, bo free by violence, I believe that India 
and Khilafat can be free during this very year, if 
India responds to the simple iprogramme sketched 
in these pages from time to time. 

Sannyasa— =A jMeader who has suspended practice 
asks whether every non-co-operator should become 
a Sannyasi and renounce the world. I fear, this 
question has been asked because I appear to lead 
the life of a Bannyasi, whereas the renunciation 
required by the Non-co-operation programme is 
infinitely loss than was required of thousands of 
Boer women and children during the Boer war, and 
of thousands of Englishmen, Frenchmen and Germans 
during tho late war. Great success is possible for 
us with so little renunciation, ojiiy because our 
programme is non-violent, our cause absolutely 
just, and we are so mauy, 

A Defendant’s plight “—The friend further in*® 
quires, what a man who is falsely sued is^ to do* 
Weil, those who have been falsely charged by the 
Government have gone to gaol. Those who are 
falsely sued may, if the plain tiff will not go to 
private arbitration, make a statement and produce 
even witnesses without engaging a' lawyer. He is 
likely to have judgment in his favour. But at the 
worst he runs the risk of having to^ay a black- 
guard. Surely^ wrong judgments Kave neon .given 
before now in spite of the assistance of the ablest 
lawyers. 
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Mat-ional Oapacity— Tho third ques- 
Aion iSj *‘Do you believe that the conabruo^lve part of 
the Non-co-operation programme can sttain sueeesa 
’v^ithont our having a national Government This 
question betrays helplessness. Wo are dela.yed in 
the attainment of our goal, only bocause of this 
feeling of helplesaness. V/e shall attain Swaraj, only 
ivhen we feel self-reliant. Even a national Govern- 
ment will have to be the nations’s erealicn;, not 
the natinn, the Gov'ernmentb. Y7hy should we not 
stop drink without the aid of the Government, v/hy 
should wa not be able to boyoott foreign cloth 
Without the Government's aid a Non-oo-oporation 
enables us to show that In every thing that mat- 
ters^, we san be independent of the Governmont, 
A Government k an agency sat up by the people, 
Tho principal has the right to non-co-operate with 
the agent, v/hen he proves faithless. When on the 
contrary the principal feels helpless, ho becomes 
his agent’s slave. Such is our present position and 
ws must get rid of it at any cost, 

Contemplating postponrement— The last qucg- 
tion of the friend is, la case the call of tho Oon- 
gress does not meet with adequate response^ 
will the attainment of Swaraj be proportionately 
po&tpcned V* I dread to oontemplate posiponemont 
because it betrays distrust in the nation. Somehow 
or other I feel that the nation will respond in time 
But the logical answer to the question undoubtedly 
is, that if the nation does not make an adequate 
response to tho programme, atiainmont of our goal 
is likely to be delayed. 

The Ourse of Betting — Babu Bhagwandas, the 
learned chancellor of the National University 
Ka&hi, has sent me extracts fre-m Manusmriti on 
the sin of betting, I reproduce them below:— 

" The ICing should diligently keep gambling {dyv.ia) 
and betting {sa'inahvaya) away from the state; for these 
two vices destroy tho Btato and tho sovereign them- 
selves* (221) 

Gambling and betting are Indeed as daylight rob- 
bery; and the ruler should ondeciiVOur diligently to 
eradicate them. (222) 

That -whereia inanimate things are used, that 
is dy^Uiif gambling; that wherein, living things are 
used, that is samahvaya^ betting. (233) 

He who does these himself, or causes them to be 
done by others, secretly or openly, may bo punished 
by the ruler with [punishment] up to that of death, 
at the ruler’s discretion, like cheats and impersonators 
pretending to follow vocations other than thoir right- 
ful ones. Or gamblers and betters ( kitawah) may be 
banished from the land, like those who practise proa- 
titution under cover of dancing and ainging and act- 
ing, or those who make and sell spirituous 'liquors and 
other such cruel deceivers and spreaders of vice and 
followers of sinful trades, (22i-22S^), 

Sindh Collections Bevised— In my note on 
Non- cc-operatioh in Sindh, I gave figures of coilec- 
iions during my tour^ but they were all approximate. 
Jairamdas has now sent a detailed aocownti 
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The Deocmi Jiterald lu's ib that " the boyeotb 
movement is to spread to the l'orlhoo!i'iing Itsu.® 
Meetings;, and Indinns will nob bo allowed to 
vibit. tbs Il&co Coiirr;e oii lii'.cy dayi’. K you rciilly 
intend to do so, Ood bless you. 

My huebtind used to be un Ideal lint-h'ind, UF.til 
he was invited ly his bc.ss to go te tho with 

hhii and unfcrtunately did so. Ho trjok B.3. 10/. 
with him, mot with exceptional ly good Idck, 
and brougiit homo E?. 300/. But tmee then lie hu-A 
never won except a i'uw rupoeH on two oocaoioi.::^ 
and has often xo turned homo drnuk. 

May God grant that your endeavonv nifiy bo 
crowned with feuccoss. 

1 am suro that Vvlut-fc I have will Ui 

endoreod by many v/ives v, 3)o lu^vo the couriiqu o|: 
their convictions, 

Yourtj cle., 

A Y’DAiAN. 

[ I hope a woman’s prophecy ’will prove tins, 
and that all who pxiise India's good ai.d the 
purity of their homes will give up the racecourse, 

M. K. G. ] 

FAMINE msuEAHOE mim 

Biihsorix-itiona to the uhom f%md, whiGh %vill he 
daijoied solely to spinninfi^ be sent to 

The ManiAgcTi India^ 

Olifkmxt Moad, Akmedalmd. 
All buhec*^ipiiQnnt s^uU^ are g'Tixtefally 

received and. immedkdHy acJrpov-Ledfj^Al. 

WANTED 

Agents for Young India hi everyplace. Applv 
to the Manager, Young India^ Khfj.masa Ohok.i 
Ahmedabatds 
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f H® SIMIi^ VlBm 

( By M, R» Gandhi. ) 

Many ai*© asMtig why I wajied opon 
Bl^ Essssllescy tli-s Vkeroy, Bom© inquire 
wby the author oi Hoa-eo-operation should seek 
to see the Viseroy* All want to know the result 
of the interview^ I like th© rigorous serntiny of 
th© aoa-eo^opsrators^ who more than Oaesar*a wife 
must be above Buspioion, Non^-oo-operation is self™ 
relianse. We want 1 © establish Swaraj, not obtain 
it from others. Then why approach a ^^ieeroy ? 
This Is all good, so far as it goes. And I should 
be a bad representative of our cause, if I went to 
anybody to ask for Swaraj. I have had the hardi* 
hood to say that Swaraj could not bo granted even 
by God. We would have to earn it ourselveSo 
Bwaraj from its very nature is not in the giving 
of anybody. 

But we want the world with ua in our battle 
for freedom, we want the good will of every body. 
Our cause, we claim, is bated upon pure justice. 
vTliere are certain things we want Englishmen to 
surrender. Ail these things need mutual discussion 
and mutual understanding. Non-co-operation is the 
most potent instrument for creating world opinion 
in our favour. So long as we protested and co- 
operated, the world did not underetand us. The 
erstwhile lion of Bengal in his early days used to 
relate th© story of Englishmen, who asked him how 
many broken heada there were in India, if things 
were really so bad as he represented them to be. 
That was the way John Bull understood best. The 
other question the world has undoubtedly been 
asking is:- If things are roally so bad, why do we 
co-operate with the Government in so pauperising 
and humiliating ug ? Now the world understands 
our attitude, no matter how weakly we may 
anforca it in practice, Th© world is now curiovus to 
know what ails us. The Viceroy represents a big 
world. His Escceilgncy wanted to know why I, with 
whom oo-op^^ration was an article of faith, had 
non-co-operated. There must be something wrong 
with the Government or me. 

And so His Excellency mentioned to Pandit 
Malaviyaji and to Mr, Andrews that he would 
like to see me and hear my views. I went 
to see the Panditji because he was anxious 
to meet me, I hold" him in such high regard 
that I would not think, even if h© was well and I 
oouid help it, of letting him come to me, As it was, 
he was too weak to travel to me. It was my duty 
to go to him. And when I heard the purport of his 
Gon versa lion with His Excellency, I did not require 
any persuasion to prompt me’ to ask for an appoint- 
ment, if His Excellency wished to hear my views, 

I have devoted so much space to the reason for my 


seeking an appointment, ‘for I wanted to make 
clear the limits and the meaning of ]aoa“00--oparation5 

It id directed not against men bub against mea-^ 
surea. It is not directed against the Governors, but 
against the eyetem they administer. The roots ol 
noa-fio-operabion lie not in hatred but in justice, if 
not in love. Gladstone used to draw a sharp distiu®* 
tion between bad actions and bad men. He was 
accused of discourtesy for using some very strong 
expressions about th© arts of his opponents, He put 
up the defence that he would have failed- in his duty 
if he bad not characterised their actions as they 
deserved to be, but he did not therefor© mean to 
convey that hig opponents deserved the epithets h@ 
had used about their acts. As a youth, when I heard 
this defence^ I could not appreciate it. Now vrith 
years of experience and use^ I understand how true 
it was, I have found some of the truest of my 
friends capable of indefensible acts. For me there 
are few truer men than Y, S. Shrinivas Shastrisr, 
but- his actions confound me. I do not think he 
loves me less because he believes that I am leading 
India down to the abyss. 

And so I hope, this great movement of Non-co- 
operation has made it clear to thousands, as it has 
to me, that whilst wo may attack measures and 
systems, we may not^ must not, attack men. Im- 
perfect ourselves, wo must be tender towards others 
and be slow to impute motives. 

I therefore gladly eeiaed the opportunity of 
waiting upon His Excellency and of assuring him 
that ours was a religious movement designed to 
purge Indian political life of corruption, deceit,, 
terrorism and the incubus of white superiority. 

The reader must not be too curious. He must 
not believe the so-called ‘reports* in the press. Th© 
veil must remain drawn over the details of the 
conversation between the Viceroy and myself* 
But I may assure him that I explained, as fully 
ag I knew how, the three claims — the Khilafat, the 
Punjab, and Swaraj, and gave him the genesis of 
Non-co-operation, His Excellency heard me patiently 
courteously and attentively. Tie appeared to me 
to be anxious to do only the right thing. We had 
a full di&custim of the burning topics as between 
man and man. We discussed tha question of non-* 
violence, and it appeared to me to be common cause 
between us. Of that I may have to write more 
fully later. 

But beyond saying that we were able to under-i 
stand e£Cii other, I am unable to say that there 
was more in the interview. Some may think with 
mo that a mutual understanding is in itself no 
small gain. Then, in that sense, the interview 
was a distinct success. 

But at the end of all the long discuesiopis, I am 
more than ever convinced that our salvation rests 
solely upon our own effort. His.. Excellency can only 
help or hinder. I am sanguine enough to think .that 
he will help. 
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s mnst rsdoubie our efforts to go ilirough our ! 
programme, it is clearly as follows « (1) removal 
of uBtoucbalility, (2) removal of the dnok 
{^) ceaseless introduotioa of the spinning whesJ, and 
the eeaseiess production of Khaddar leading to an 
almost complete boycott of foreign Qlothj (^’) re- 
gistration of Congress members, and (e) eoHeotiGn of 
fTIhk Swaraj Fund* ! 

Seree propaganda is necessary for solidify* 
isg Hindu Muslim unity and producing a still 
more noa-violent EtmospherOi 

I have put untouchability in the forefront 
beeausa I observe a certain remissness about It. 
Hindu non-eo-operators may not be indifferent about 
ifc„ We may be able to right the Kliilafat wrong 
but W8 can never reach Swaraj, with the poison 
of nntouchabiiity corroding* the Hindu part of the 
national body* Swaraj is a meaningleEB term, if we 
desire to keep a fifth of India under perpetual 
subjection, and deliberately deny to them the 
fruits of national culture. We are seeking the aid 
of God in this great purification movement, but, 
we deny to the most deserving among His creatures 
the rights of humanity. Inhuman ourselves, we 
may not plead before the throne for deliverance 
from the inhumanity of others. 

i put drink second, as i feel that God 
has sent the movement to us unsought. The 
grealfest storm rages round it. The drink move- 
ment is fraught with the greatest danger of violence. 
But so long as this Government persists iu keeping 
the drink shops open, so long mus^ wa persist in 
sleeplessly warning our erring country men against 
polluting their lips with drink. 

The third place is assigned to the spinning 
wheel, though for me it is equally important with 
the first two. If we produce an effective boycott, 
of foreign cloth during this year, we shall have 
shown cohesicm, effort, concentration, earnestness, 
a spirit of nationality that must enable us to 
©fitablieh Swaraj. 

Membership of the Congress is essential for the 
immense organisation required for dotting the 
country with the spinning wheels and for the 
manufacture and distribution of Khaddar, and for 
dispelling the fear that membership of the Con- 
gress may be regarded as a crime by the Govern- 
ment, 

The fifth item, the Tilak Swaraj Fund perpe- 
tuates the memory of the soul of Swaraj, and 
supplies US with the sinews of war. 

We are under promise to ourselves to collect one 
crore rupees, register one crore members and intro- 
duce twenty lacs of spinning wheels in our homes 
by the 80th June. We shall postpone the attainment 
of our goal, if we fail to carryout the programme 
evplved at a lar'gely attended meeting of the All- 
India Congress . Oopaujittee, add arrived at after 
full qottsidefation and debcite^ 


THE FEOMTIEE 

(B-^ M K Gandhi) 

The Funjabees living on the Frontier deserve 
the sympathy of the whole of India. They are 
exposed to attacks from the neighbouring tribes, 
they arc defenceless, and from all the aecounts 
received by me, the Government seem to give them 
ilttlo or no protection, and no w-a»days the rule for the 
offioora, if any ona complains, is to refer the com* 
plainant to the Ail Brothers and to ms. If v/a had 
chargs of the Frontier, i know what we would have 
dona. We v/ould eert&mly have died iu the attempt 
to defend the unarmed population of the districts. 
Wo would havop if neasssary, armed the population 
for self-defence. But what is more, we would have 
won over the tribesmen and turned them from 
marauding bands Jnto trustworthy neighbours,. 
Bub W6 have to take things as they are, 

I assume that the Hindus and the Mussalmans are 
friendly to one another, and that no Musealman 
traitorously helps tho tribesmen against his Hindu 
brother. The Mussaiman population this side of 
the Frontier is in an exceptionally strong position, 
to help. 

We must not despair of the tribesmeD, We have 
too often considered them to be hopeless. In my 
opinion, they are amenable to reason. They are God- 
fearing. They do not loot merely for pleasure. I 
believe that they are themselves coming under tha 
infiueaco of the wave of self-purification that Is 
spreading, 

I know that the process of reforming the tribes- 
men is slow and tedious. It provides poor comfort 
to those that are robbed of their possessions or their 
dear ones. 

The difficulty is to be traced to the same cause- 
we fear Eoglishmen, and we have become slaves. 
We fear the tribesmen and we are satisfied with 
our slavery, we are thankful that we are protected 
by the former against the latter, I cannot imagine 
greater humiliation for a self-respecting man to be 
dependent, for the safety of himself or bia family, 
on those who he thinks prey upon him. I would 
prefer total destruction of myself and my all to pur* 
chasing safety at the cost of my manhood. This 
feeling of helplessness in us has really arisen from 
our deliberate dismissal of God from our common 
affairs. We have become atheists for all practical 
purposes. And therefore we believe that in the long 
run we must rely upon physical force for our protec- 
tion. In the face of physical danger, we cast all our^ 
philosophy to the winds. Our daily life is a nega- 
tion of God. If then we would but have a little 
trust in God, i, e. ourselves, we shall find no 
difficulty with the tribesmen. Only in that case, we 
will have to be prepared at times to surrender on? 
possessions and under certain eircumsfeances out 
lives rather than our honour. We must refuse t 
believe that our neighbours are savages incapable c 
responding to the finer in mati, 

Thus consistently with om ceM^-veBpeet ther 
are but two courses open- to usg to prepare in so & 



as we wish to defend cnr^alves hcv.-evor weakly 
s gainst robbery and plunder, cr to believe in the 
oapaeity of our neighbours to respond to the 
nobler infilicct in man and to endeavour to reform the 
tribesmen, i apprehend that the two proeesses will 
go band in hand, Vve must avoid- the third at any 
cost, that is, reliance in the British hullet to 
protect UB from harm. It is ihfa unrest way to 
national Buicid3. 

If my writ'ioga Cin reach the tribesmen, I 
would certainly urge them to leave their precia- 
tcry habits. In as much as they loot a single man or 
woman, they beiio the teaching o£ the Prophet 
whose name they priae above all others and whom 
they believe to be the messenger of the God of 
mercy and justice* It is the duty cf evsr^' Mussak 
man and Ulema who has any indaence with iheso 
simple men to tell them that if they will play 
their part in deferdlng Klara from impending danger, 
the least they can do is to refrain from molFsting 
their neighbours, wbvo have done not only no barm 
to them but who, whether they are Hindjis or 
Hussaimano, are doing their best to safeguard the 
honour of Isiam- 

EEPBESSIoi*m TKE €. P, 

(Bij M, K* Qa'iidkL) 

In each pro vine 3 repression is taking ita own 
special turn, In the U. P. the leaders of the 
movement are being generally left free. Pandit 
Motilal Hehru, the author of the circular to the 
Kisane, is left untouched but the young men who 
distributed the circulars are imprisoned. Whereas in 
the 0. P. the acknowledged leaders are being picked 
up one after another and sentenced by an obliging 
msgiBtracy. The latest instance is that of . Mr. 
Sundarlal. He has undoubtedly a hold on the stu- 
dent world which few possess ia the 0. P. His is 
the restraining hand, so far as violence is concerned. 
Bat he is a courageous and efieebive speaker. And 
therefore, in the opinion of the O. P, Government, 
he must be put out of harm’s way. Here is the 
charge-sheet against Mr. Sundarlai. 

« That jou, on or about the 2nd day of March 1921, 
at Kharangama, by delivering a speech ( to about 5000 
people ), the substance of which was, that the British 
Government in India was being carried on deliberately ^ 
and dishonesbly with the object of exploiting the country 
and reducing it to a state of abject poverty and help- 
iessnese, and that the British Government is responsible 
for epidemics, famines, destruction of trade and Indus, 
tries, and all other misfortunes of the country, which is 
being so systematicaPy marched towards destruction, 
chat the pledges given to Mahomedans have been broken 
oy the Government, tyrannies and atrocities of the worst 
Gype were practised in the Pan jab, and people have oonso' 
|uent]y lost all their faith in tho Government, and that 
he only remedy for this state of thing* was complete 
ixtinotion of iL^rid'sh rule in India, which is to bo 
>roaght ' about by, the use of the weapon of Non-vioient 
^on^co-operalion, breugbt or attempted to bring into 
atred or contempt, or exoiied or attempted to excite 
safiection towards the Government established ' by 
w in British ‘ India and thereby committed an 
^uco punishably, under 'section 124 A of thel.P. 0, 
a'witUik' iuy’ocsniiianoe,'’ '' 


j 'The? cfcsr^'e is cl-jar. lb is not for viclonco 

; or intended. It ia purely i'or spreaUing dieaiieot) 
j There is praGfcicall_y nothing in the charge^ wMoh 
i has nob been repeated during the past twelve 
’ months from a thou-^and platforms. Indeed it 
I may be staced to be tho creed of the non-eo- 
i operator to give voice tc the popular disaffection 
towards the GDvernmenfc and to spread it. Di 3 = 
affection is the very essence of Non-eo-operatioo, 
It 23 the belief of every son ~eo -operator that the 
Government, meaning always the system, Ip pwieked. 
it is one of exploitation of India’s rc^sourees, it has 
brought on unprecadented pauperism and cons-3« 
^^uently famine and disease. The system is 
respoiibible for India’d helplessness. The British 
ministers have undoubt edl^r broken^ their pledges 
Lo tLs MLiESiilmans. This and much more, every 
ncn-co-operator dees believe, and therefore seeks by 
Non-co-operation to destroy the evil, I congratulate 
Mr. Sundari^l on the prosecution. Indeed I envy 
the petition ccenpied by him. Let the C. P. Govern^i 
meat remove all the other leaders of the movement, 
and yet they vrill find that as a resultj, the dis=* 
affection, w*bich they would crush, io all the deeper 
and inter sar for their mad and thoughtless 
repression. The duty of the people ia clear. They 
must go on w^Ith their programme of construction 
and thus prepare for the final triumph. Wo must 
keep sane in spite of the Government’s madness. 

A KAEA^I^PEOTEST. 

The Editor, 

Indioi, 

Sir, 

It has pained many a Karaehi-ite ho read your 
animadversions on Karachi in the Yotmg India 
of the 4th Inst. Many of us feel, Sir, that you 
have unconsciously done our city an injustice. Your 
remarks, alluding to a local controversy about the 
accounts of a Naticnal School ( and not National 
•Schools as you write)— -a 'controversy which was 
tho outcome of a pure misunderstanding of one 
group of honest workers by another group of 
equally honest, though a little uncharitable, ser- 
vants of the Nation — make painful reading. They 
cast a doubt on the honesty of some upright and 
. selfless people who have sacriSead their ail at the 
altar of the Motherland and who are as mueh. 
above suspicion as our great leaders, the All 
Brothers, who, too, some time back were the victims 
of a malicious attack by some people. Iq the pre- 
sent instance the maligned gentlemen did submit 
their accounts at two large public meetings and 
invited all these that required further satisfaction 
to go to their office and examine their books. The 
matter was thought to be dead and .buried, 
when it was revived by your references to it in 
your paper. I fear our adversaries will have an 
opportunity now to civil at the Movement more 
freely and exultantly' than before. You little know, 
Sir, how our adversaries — not the Government, nor 
the Anglo-Indians, but our own lii*h and kin of 
the Moderate party, who are at pie^ent engaged 
in ^^out-heroding Herodj” — turn and twist your 
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ufcUranees s,dI TviiliDC'S fancl y‘:ur net lalrequeny ; 
warnings a?id anubs to joi-r roliowerF<), and bow tbey i 
detach passages c-ufc of their contest-, and hold np j 
Non-Go-opsrators to ridicule and derision, SstraCiie j 
from **Hind Swaraj/* your article on selt'-eontirol ’ 
in sesnal n&atters, jour letter to Khaisajij and ’ 
yonr threat to go away lo the Himalayas if paoplo | 
took to vioIencSj ail these are rLe fnvonrite tcpics, 
with which the Movement and its adherents are 
ridiculed, and your Karachi redecUona will nJc to 
their number. 

As for your disapproval of the hartal oivaniied 
on the occasion of the C4overnor’s visit to Karachi 
and your reference to him as cne of tbs best gov- 
ernors, I submit, sir, that despite all that he may 
have done or not done— which Bombay or Gujarat 
or tho resb of tte Presidency may be thankful for, 
he has done little for Sindh, for which Siudhis 
may join with you in your generous eulogy of 
himo There never was greater persecution, more 
tyranny or v/oras frightfulness in Sindh than we 
have today. Perfectly restrained as you are, even 
your wonted restraint would have been shaken, 
if you had, during your brief sojourn in Sindh, 
gone over to Sanjhoro, Nawabad and Thar, and 
heard with 3 TOur own ears from the people of 
those places what they had to say about the blood- 
curdling sufferings inflicted on them hy the police 
and other Government servants, Thereafter, I a s^jure 
you, sir, jrou would have changed your opinian of 
the Governor, with whoso connivance all these 
frightful things are happening. It was this very 
Governor, who so far forgot- himself as to compare 
the people with servants and the Government with 
masters, asking mon-co-operators to do what ser- 
vants ought to do when they are dissatisfied with 
the conditions of service, vis, clear out — clear 
out of the country. This he is reported to have 
said to a gathering of “ co-operating ” notables 
of Sindh. His latest act of * goodness * was 
sanctioning the prosecution of our Swami 
Govindanand who was subsequently sentenced to 
five years’ transportation. May we not then 
respectfully ask of you, sir, what heinous sin 
there was in organizing a hartal on the occasion 
of his visit to Karachi to demonstrate to him 
that we of Sindh were no more the dumb driven 
cattle of old, whom a Lawrence, with the indulgent 
acquiescence of a Willingdon corJd frighten into 
submission hy his highhandedness ? That the people 
had their heart in tho demonstration is horne cut 
hy-the fact that the hartal was ccmplete — even 
inoro complete than the great National hartals of 
the 6th and the 13th, 

Karachi, I am etc., 

Sth May, Girdharilai Khubohandani. 

[I publish the foregoing with pleasure. I have 
only removed the embellishments. I an sorry if I 
have done an injustice to any school. It is mj duty 
to publish well-authenticated complaints about public 
institutions. No amount of misrepresentation about 
thp]ia*i«i^B damage honest national entr,rprises. As 
lOT the governor of Bombay, I gave my own im- 
pression. I am still inclined to think that His 


does not know the highhanded character of 
the doiuga cr the Siadh officials. But even if the 
cLr.rges against the Governmant can bo establishodj 
I am unable to agree that we may resort to hartal 
•every time an unpopular official visits a place. I 
chculd feel sincerely sorrv', if the Governor passed tho 
remarks atuributed to him. I have believed tbe Go- 
vernor of Bombay to be tactful and sober, and 
it vrculd be a rude shock to me to find that he 
had made the lacks es and hasty remarks reported 
ci him. K. G. ] 

EXij>:SS— ANB WHAT IT MEANS. 

¥. 

DRUGGING THE PEOPLE, 

Miss La M.otfce recently charged the Britiah 
Government with drugging the worl 1, and Mr. 
Andrews in revie wiag her book lefc us under 
the impression that the charge was justified in view 
cf the Government of India’s policy. Our charge, 
more coiifmsd but no less grave, is that the 
Government has been drugging the people of India. 

In our lass article, we showed that the con- 
sumption of intoxicating liquors in India increased 
considerably overy decade. It is not the sales of 
intoxicating liquors alone that are on the increase, 
Tha drug habit— more viciou?, more pernicious, 
and far mors injurious than liquor ever*, more 
deadly in its elfects on body and mind alike — is 
no less 6a the increase. The receipts from opium 
consumed in lodia — nob exported — and the revenue 
from drugs — excluding opium — will show tho pix>- 
fits of the Government at tho cost of the people, 
Eevemie from Drugs in thousands of Bupees. 


Year, j 

1 

Opium. 

Other Drugs. 

Total. 

1899-1900. 

1,01,81 

55,60 

1,57,41 

1904-05. 

1,29,93 

68,03 

1,97,96 

1909-10. 

1,48,71 

98,83 

2.47,64 

1914-15. 

1,94,99 

1,40,21 

3,36.20 

1918-19. 1 

2,42,25 

i 

1,59,21 

4,01.46 


The revenue from opium, which stood in 1899 
at 101 lakhs, had increased to 242 lakhs is 1918-19. 
The rate of increase too was accelerated towards 
tho end Of the period under review. While the 
opium revenue increased by 47 lakhs in the first 
ten years 1899—1909, it took only 4 years 1914- 
18 to show an increase of the same amount, viz. 
48 lakhs. Tho revenue from other drugs, i.e. hemp^ 
gaoija, charas etc , increased from 55 lakh?( in the 
yeir 1899-1900 to 159 lakhs in the year 1918-19. 
The above statement shows that the revenue from 
opium alone was one and a half limes as much 
again in 1918-19 as in 1899-1900, and In this period 
of 20 years the revenue from drugs bad nearly 
trebJed, Ic is interesting to learn that the revenue 
from drugs alone in 1918-19 amounted to more 
than the total revenue from opimn and drugs in 
1809. The drug policy of the Gdvornmenfc seems 

I The previous arbklea of this sei'ies appeared in 
^ our issues of April XSbh and 27 th, May Itb, 
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to bo more thorough than its drink policy, for I nearly 10 thousand seers to over 54 thousand ! The 
there has been a ateady, unbroken increase in drug i consumption of opium alone in the v?hole of Bri« 
revenue during the last 20 years, and a cicady in- | tieh India Increased in ten years from 411,000 seers- 
crease in opium re%’enue for the last 18 years. I to 500,000 seers — an alarming increase for such a 

We showed in the last article that the growth of 1 drug. ^ . 

revenue wes due not sn mi-jf’n f.n fQvaiiTr.rs f Ths above statement is a sufficient retutation 


revenue was due not so much to increased tazaticn [ 
and the * prosperity ’ of the people as to increased j 
eonsumption. As far as the drug habit is con- j 
cerned, the foilowing tables will, we hope, bs con- I 
elusive and nail to the counter the lie that all j 
eensiderations of revenue muse be subordinated j 
to diminishing this vile habit.’® Oar eonelusions are | 
further supported by the so-called ‘‘preferential” j 
method of taxation. There is no uniform I 
taxation cn drags-Lhe rates vary in uiderent pro« * 
vinees from a few rupees to thirty rupees or mora 
on the same commodity. Ganja was taxed la 191S 
Ks. 20 per seer in Bengal and Rs. 10 in Bihar and 
Orissa; charas Es, 30 in Bengal and Bs, 12 in 
Assam; opium Rs. 60 in Bengal and Assam, and 
only Rs* 10 in Sindh. The policy of taxation pur- 
sued seems to he that those drugs to which the 
people are strongly addicted are taxed as high as 
pOEsible without fear of diminishing the sale; 
and those drugs which are not in demand are 
taxed lightly. It seems that the policy of taxa- 
tion is based on strict business principles; where the 
sales are certain, the maximum tax is levied, but 
where the sales are small-or a new article is intro- 
duced-lhey are priced as low as possible to increase 
the demand and capture the market. 

This policy has, of course, enhanced^ as it was 
meant to enhance, the Government revenue. 

It has also pushed on the sale, in other words 
the consumption has also increased. 

Consumption of Opium in Seeis. 

1 Se0r==2-2/35 lbs. 


Cl the claim that increased rates of taxation act 
as a deterrent on consumption. Nor’do the sta- 
tistics for the consumption of hemp drags show 
any better results. The subjoined statement shows 
the eonsurrpt.ioa of hemp drugs like Ganja^, Bhcang 
and Oharas — the last being specially imported from 
Yarkand in Central Asia, perhaps the most baneful 
and deleterious of all drugs. 

Onasumption of Kemp Drugs sold by retail 
per 10,000 of the population, In Beex^. 
i Ee6r:i-2-2/35 lbs* 


province. 

1901-02. 

1906-07. 

1911-12. 

P. P.&Berar. 

1 29,988 

48,372 

54,357 

Madras. 

1 85,629 

38,104 

41,391 

Bombay. 

46,001 

46,864 

56,278 

Punjab, 

52,798 1 

69,907 

63,481 

U, P . 

62,301 

68,864 

61,810 

Bengal, 
gihar &Orisfis 
is Assam. 

141,074 

160,568 

163,441 

All India 
Total.. 

411,913 

503,621 

500,156 


Province. 

1001—02 

1 

! 1911—12. 

L 

Madras, 

10'6 

1 

11*7 

Bombay. 

20-6 


38*5 

Bengal. 

32’9 


35 1 

Assam. 

39'0 


52*3 

United Prov. 

93*5 


64 7 

Punjab. 

60*8 


50*7 

0. P. & Berar. 

25-4 


36'7 

Sindh. 

337*5 


367*3 

Ail India Average 

63-7 


65*6 

Here, again, there ia a market 

1 increase in con- 

sumption, Sindh heading the 

list 

with an increase 


This statement sheds a little light on the actual 
results of the Government’s excise policy. In some 
places, like the United Provinces, there is no 
marked diffierenca in consumption* but ia others, 
like the Qentral Provinces, the figures of the 
growth of consumption at once arrest attention. 
Here the consumption of opium increased from 


of 30 seers per 10,000 of her population, Bombay 
is second with an increase of 18’ 5 seers. S;he de- 
crease in the United Provinces is by no means 
a matter for congratulation. 

The drug vice had assumed terrible proportions. 
The chandu shops and opium dens of Uiioknow had 
become a disgrace. The misery, the squalor, and the 
filth, that was to be witnessed there, had been noised 
throughout the world. The late Mr. Keir Hardie has 
left his impressions in language that will rouse the 
pity of the reader for centuries to come, and the 
noble-hearted Stead joined with him ia his cry for 
abolishing this evil, at least from the Indian Empire. 
But morals ^ave way to finance-*»the habit, it is 
true, is no longer centred in big cities, but like a 
canker it is eating into the heart of the nation. 

The statements we have given require no expla- 
nation; they are pregnant with meaning. We have 
placed before the reader such statements as will 
lead him to form a correct opinion of the Gdvern- 
meat’s excise policy and what it means to. the people. 
In our last and concluding article we shall essay to 
sum up our contusions and results, 

( to he conoLuded. ) 

B. 
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